
The Seneca Valley Intermediate High School (IHS) had a new initiative this year. 

The "Be the Change” Challenge initiative had 35 teams of six students (210 total) who volunteered to create and imple-
ment a project that made a positive impact on their school or community.

To celebrate their hard work, the school held a pep-rally assembly full of games and fun called "Celebration of 
Change" at NexTier Stadium on June 6. 

Throughout the 2018-19 school year, some outstanding projects included teams making treat bags with encouraging 
messages before the Keystone exams, staining the bridge in the courtyard and pulling weeds and planting flowers 
around the school.

“I was impressed by the number of students who voluntarily participated to make our school and community a better 
place,” said Seneca Valley IHS School Counselor Lisa Graham. “The quality of projects that the students produced and 
completed truly astonished me. We are hoping to continue this building-wide effort every year and focus on creating a 
fun and positive school culture.” 
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Be the change 

Click below to read the 2018 Annual Report! 

The 2019-20 First Day of School will be 

More dates can be found on our home page 
at www.svsd.net.

Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2019

 First Day Reminder!

http://svannualreports.com/
http:// www.svsd.net.


The start of something new
The Class of 2019, approximately 590 students, graduated on May 31. Congratulations to all SV graduates!
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Of special note:
Speakers:
Rishin Sharma - Valedictorian
Brooke Raschke - Salutatorian
Megan Davis - Speaker At-Large

Senior Class Officers:
Jacob Geil - President
Rishin Sharma - Vice President
Joshua Pelloni - Secretary
Haley Davinsizer - Treasurer

Photo credit: Bill Paterson
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Challenge accepted
The “Meet the MARS Challenge,” was a Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts 
and Mathematics (STEAM) competition that sparked student’s creativity and 
imagination. 

The competition, held May 31-June 2, was open to students in grades 2-8. The 
projects fit into one of four categories: mechanical, agriculture, 
relationship and survival.  There were 35 entries with 49 students participating. 
Seneca Valley winners included: 

• Third Place in Mechanical category: Anthony Hernandez and
Matthew Capozzi, CVE

• First Place in Agriculture category: Ben James, Haine Elementary School
(pictured right)

• Third Place in Agriculture category: Carina Lombardo,
Haine Elementary School

• Honorable Mention in Agriculture category: Cali Zorda, John Inks,
Maggie Bordt, Haine Elementary School

• Third Place in Survival category Lance Ollio, Kylee Jones,
Savannah Ritenour, Haine Elementary School

“Our heartfelt congratulations go to all of the student-winning entries,” stated 
Shelly Watson, Meet the MARS Challenge! Chairperson. “The judges were very 
impressed. These students filled out online submission forms, planned a project, 
researched and tested their thoughts, put together a presentation, followed direc-
tions, managed their time, waited patiently for their interview turn early Sunday 
morning, interviewed with total professional strangers – they saw it all through 
to the end!  You have much to be proud of as a District!”

First Energy Foundation donated $12,000 in award money to “Meet the MARS 
Challenge!” and as a result of SV’s winners, CVE will receive $250 and Haine 
Elementary will receive $400.  

The Mars Exploration Celebration Committee believes that the more experiences 
a student is exposed to, the higher the chance some “spark” will propel them 
forward like never before.  

STOMP out cancer
Students and staff from Rowan Elemen-
tary and Evans City Elementary/Middle 
Schools were proud to report that their 
fundraising efforts for the 12th Annual 
Saulle’s Teddy Bear Official Memorial Pa-
rade (STOMP) Walk raised over $19,000!

The substantial check was recently pre-
sented to representatives from Allegheny 
Health Network for cancer research.

STOMP participants have raised more 
than $175,000 over the past eleven years.

The STOMP walk began in 2008 in mem-
ory of a Kindergarten teacher, Ms. Linda 
Saulle, who taught at Evans City Elemen-
tary and lost her battle with cancer in 
2007. Today it honors all families touched 
by this disease throughout our local area.



Field Day fun
Seneca Valley students in grades K-6 participated in their schools field days in late May/early June. Student classrooms worked as teams that emphasized 
sportsmanship, cooperation and social skills, all while having fun.

Field Day fun
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Seneca Valley students excelled in local Academic Games tournaments 
throughout the 2018-19 school year, resulting in 57 students (grades 6-12) 
attending the 54th National Academic Tournament in Orlando, FL,  April 
26-29. Several of these individuals brought back national championship
titles and top-place finishes.

In the high school division (grades 9-12) Sydney McMurray was a national 
champion placing first overall in the Theme category. Avani Salunkhe and 
Arya Nayak tied for second and Brian Vogel placed in ninth. Miss Salunkhe, 
Miss Nayak and Simren Jayaraman placed first as a team in the same cate-
gory. Shanker Pillai and David Devyver placed in fourth as a team.

In the category of Current Events, the high school team of Brenna Wrubel, 
Zach Garcia, Parker Logue, Anoop Savio and Arya Nayak placed in second 
and Jarrett Johnston earned fourth place as a team. The following students 
placed individually in the same category: Rayan Ghaffar, sixth place; Mr. 
Garcia, eighth place and Miss Wrubel, ninth place.

The high school division in the Propaganda category, Simren Jayaraman, Matt Murphy, Zach Garcia and Avani Salunkhe placed second as a team, 
Brenna Wrubel and Anoop Savio placed third as a team and Dora White, Jason Chen and David Devyver placed fourth as a team. Individually, Tori Beck 
placed in sixth and Mr. Murphy in ninth for the same category.

Middle division (grades 7-8) winners included Peter Ko, who placed fourth as a team in the Propaganda category. Tommy Beresnyak and Alexander Kim 
also placed fourth as a team in Current Events.

In the LinguiSHTIK category, Sonya Dietz  was named an individual 
national champion for the elementary division (grade 6). Arun Pallikkattil 
placed fifth individually in the  Current Events category. Mr. Pallikkattil 
and Anna Schmidt placed sixth as a team in Current Events and Rohin 
Jayaraman placed ninth as a team member in the Presidents category.

Nationals give students grades 6-12, a real world experience and an op-
portunity to test their knowledge against some of the brightest students in 
the nation. The players at Nationals received recognition and awards in the 
same way that sports champions are honored. A top-ten finish at Nationals 
is equivalent to an athlete earning All-American Status.

Academic Games Leagues of America (AGLOA) is dedicated to develop-
ing “Thinking Kids” of character, excellence, and integrity. These games 
challenge students to use higher order thinking skills in the subjects of 
Language Arts, English, History and Mathematics. Academic Games 
provides motivation to achieve a goal; to demonstrate determination, 
creativity and perseverance to overcome challenges; and to understand 
that hard work and commitment leads to a greater chance of success.
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‘Thinking Kids’ from Seneca Valley earn national accolades
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Students from Ryan Gloyer Middle School (RGMS) are golden.
  
The RGMS Tiger Team recently participated in an Olympic Day to 
celebrate the Greek Olympics that they learned about in history class. 
 
The students competed in several events that were based on ancient 
Olympic games. In addition, they designed team logos, created and 
memorized team chants and demonstrated the importance of team-
work and support for their peers

Students of the Month 
The Cranberry Township Area Lions Club held 
their semi-annual Service, Effort and Initiative 
(SEI) Awards Ceremony to recognize Ryan Gloyer 
Middle School (RGMS) students for their out-
standing service, effort and initiative, both in and 
out of the classroom on May 28.  

The three students recognized were 2018-19 
seventh grade students Kara Pasquale, Lihini 
Ranaweera and Ben Keefer.
 
The Lions Club gifted each student with a $50 gift 
card to Barnes & Noble, a certificate of recogni-
tion, and various Lions Club mementos.

Kindness counts 
At Ryan Gloyer Middle School 
(RGMS), kindness counts.
 
Annabelle Neuschwander, a 2018-19 
eighth grader, was recently honored 
with the first-ever Karen McClain 
Kindness Award.
 
This new award was created in honor 
of the late Karen McClain, an RGMS 
learning support teacher who passed 
away during the 2018-19 school year. 
The award recognizes a student who 
exhibits kindness, positivity and 
inclusivity to fellow students and staff 
during their time at RGMS.
 
Ms. McClain, like Miss Neuschwan-
der, personified kindness. Her qual-
ities mirrored every expectation of a 
middle level educator. She consistently 
went out of her way to support her 
students; teaching, loving and caring 
for each one. She worked tirelessly to 
perfect her craft as a learning support 
teacher and never complained. The 
same kindness and positivity that she 
shared with her students was constant-
ly displayed with her colleagues as 
well. Karen devoted her life to others, 
making them smile, supporting them 
and being the change that she wanted 
to see in the world.

Unveiling talent 
Some brilliant artwork was recently unveiled at Ryan Gloyer Middle School (RGMS).

The RGMS Art Department hosted their 15th annual Unveiling and Artists’ Reception on May 30.

The reception honored three students including seventh grader Sami Domhoff for her piece “Sea Me,” and 
eighth graders Sophia Gallingane for her work “Travelers in Venice,” and Kimberly Lahoz Ruiz for her piece 
titled “Autorretrato.”

RGMS art teachers George Williams, Stan Zimmerman and Tabatha Karman, unveiled the artwork to district 
employees, parents, and community members who celebrated the students’ amazing talent.

The Annual Unveiling and Artists’ Reception began in 2005. The permanent art collection now showcases 73 
pieces and fills the entire side of the art classroom hallway.

Olympic spirit 



Saturday morning science
Some teenagers can’t wait for Saturday 
mornings to sleep in or hang out all day; 
however, the same cannot be said for 
the 17 Seneca Valley juniors who were 
recently recognized for their participa-
tion in the Westinghouse Science Honors 
Institute (WSHI).

WSHI, now in its 62nd year of operation, 
consists of 12 Saturday-morning lectures 
from September through March, on se-
lected topics in science and engineering. 
The program provides a forum for talent-
ed high school juniors to gain exposure 
to the latest advances in science, technol-
ogy and engineering. Students are able 
to network, gain insight into careers and 
interact with students from other schools.

 The following Seneca Valley juniors were recognized for participating in at least seven of the lectures which 
were held at Franklin Regional High School: Samantha Rush, Sophia Rush, Regan Kane, D.J. Kovarik, Logan 
Glatz, Coryn Ferguson, Maddie Karchut, Britney Beals, Lindsey Beals, Lauren McKinley and Caitlin Augustine 
(pictured). Not pictured but also received certificates: Caleb Alters, Reema Kudtarkar, Natalie Monyok, Bailey 
Salameh, Adam Corrigan and Meghan McGinnis. 

Straw forward
Plastic straws are going from 
trash to treasure.

Seneca Valley students in Steve 
Fortunato’s classes had the 
opportunity to create and design 
an art installation piece that will 
hang in the Carnegie Science 
Center later this summer.

The students were hand selected 
earlier this school year from 52 
proposals to work on a collabra-
tion project with Sustainable 
Pittsburgh Restaurants (SPR) and 
The Carnegie ScienceCenter.

SPR's Straw Forward movement was set up to encourage Pittsburgh restaurants to recycle their plastic straws.

The Straw Forward art installation is made from over 25,000 plastic straws and other recycled materials. All items used were donated, gathered from partici-
pating collection locations, or picked up as litter.

SV graduate is NMS 
Scholarship Winner 
The National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC) announced 
over 3,500 winners of National Merit 
Scholarships financed by U.S. colleges 
and universities including Seneca 
Valley’s own Scott McElhinny. Mr. 
McElhinny, a recent 2019 graduate, 
has been offered a National Merit 
University of Pittsburgh Scholarship.

Officials of each sponsor college 
selected their scholarship winners 
from among the Finalists in the 2019 
National Merit Scholarship Program 
who plan to attend their institution.  
These awards provide between $500 
and $2,000 annually for up to four 
years of undergraduate study at the 
institution financing the scholarship. 

This year, 173 higher education insti-
tutions are underwriting Merit Schol-
arship awards through the National 
Merit Scholarship Program.  Sponsor 
colleges and universities include 95 
private and 78 public institutions 
located in 43 states and the District of 
Columbia.
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Pictured L-R: Allison Schwartz, Taylor Henson and Holly GarrettPictured L-R: Ashley Oh, Ivee Mae Corcuera and Angelina Khoury

SV standout 
Kylee Ackerman, Class of ’19, was one of three finalists for Butler County 
Area Vocational Technical School (BCAVTS) Student of the Year. 

A full-time Seneca Valley Academy of Choice Cyber Student, Miss 
Ackerman was an outstanding student in the BCAVTS Cosmetology 
Program. BCAVTS officials also noted that she maintained perfect 
attendance for the past three years.

BCAVTS Student of the Year nominees are chosen based on qualities 
such as leadership, honesty and responsibility in creating a positive 
school environment while being respectful to both peers and teachers. A 
Student of the Year nominee must be a diligent student, completing his/
her assignments on time as well as demonstrating solid efforts to earn 
certifications. Lastly, Student of the Year nominees must exhibit excellent 
behavior and have a strong attendance record.



Seneca Valley Foundation’s 

H opeHope
G iftG ift

Golf  ClassicGolf  Classic

Join Us!

of

Photo credit: Bill Paterson

To learn more or register visit: www.svsd.net/GolfClassic.

Cranberry Highlands Golf  Course Cranberry Township, PA 

August 8, 2019August 8, 2019

https://www.svsd.net/Page/15825


Preparing for 2019-20 – Physical, drug & concussion test dates
The athletic department has announced its summer physical, drug testing and ImPACT concussion testing dates for 2019-20.

Reminders for 2019-20:

  • ALL paperwork is due in the athletic office no later than Thursday, July 25, by 3 p.m.  Coaches will not accept paperwork at the first day of tryouts.

  • Physicals are first come, first served on dates noted – see schedule below.  We do not take reservations in advance.

  • The PIAA mandates the CIPPE form as the only permissible form for doctor’s signature.

  • All required paperwork for athletic participation in 2019-20 will be available on SV Portal  starting June 1.

  • All student-athletes must be registered in the SV Portal  under “Sports Registration” before competing.  Registration begins June 1.

  • Complete information available on the District’s Athletics website under “Participation and TRYOUT information” starting June 1.

  • Concussion ImPACT testing only needs to be done every other year.

Physicals, Drug Testing and ImPACT Baseline Concussion Testing Dates – Senior High School 

  ∙ July 17, 2019 from 3 – 7 p.m. – Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline   
   concussion testing offered this session. Note: Physicals limited to 30 total   
   between hours of 3 – 5 p.m.
   
  o July 18, 2019 from 8 a.m. – Noon - Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline  
   concussion testing offered this session. Note: Physicals limited to 60   
   total between hours of 8 a.m. – Noon.

  o July 18, 2019 from 1 – 3 p.m. - Drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion   
   testing offered – NO physicals this session.

  o July 24, 2019 from 3 – 7 p.m. – Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline   
   concussion testing offered this session. Note: Physicals limited to 60 total   
   between hours of 3 – 7 p.m.

  o July 25, 2019 from 8 a.m. – Noon – Drug testing & ImPACT baseline concus  
   sion testing offered – NO physicals this session

  o July 25, 2019 from 1 – 3 p.m. – Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline   
   concussion testing offered this session. Note: Physicals limited to 30 total   
   between hours of 1 – 3 p.m.

June 2019
Heather Lewis, Seneca Valley Athletics and Activities Director

Raider Athletics

Seneca Valley Athletics is pleased to partner with Tri-State Orthopaedics to sponsor a male and female 
Raider Athlete of the Month.  This year marks the third year of a three-year partnership with Tri-State 
Orthopaedics and the Athletics Department is pleased to announce the Athletes of the Month for May were 
seniors Karli Hacker and Sam Owori.

The Female Athlete of the Month is senior softball catcher Karli Hacker. Karli was impressive on the field 
and at the plate for the Raiders as they recorded a 5-1 record during the month and reached the WPIAL 6A 
semifinal game falling to Hempfield 3-0 in 9 innings. She led the Raiders in batting average (.600), on-base 
percentage (.636), extra base hits (4), and RBI’s (12) during this time. In the WPIAL quarterfinal matchup 
against Canon-McMillan, Karli was 3-4 at the plate with two singles and a two-run home run contributing 
for four RBI’s in the Raiders 8-4 victory over the Big Macs. For an outstanding month, we recognize Karli as 
the May Athlete of the Month. Congratulations and best of luck in your future endeavors!
  
The Male Athlete of the Month is senior track and field runner Sam Owori. Sam played an important role in 
assisting the Raiders to a second place finish in the section and a third place finish at the WPIAL 3A team 
championships. At the WPIAL individual championships, Sam finished with three medals. He finished third 
in the 800M (1:55.71), third in the 1600M (4:18.51), and third as a member of the 4x400M relay (3:25.37). At 
the PIAA state championships, Sam had a personal best in the 1600M with a time of 4:14.41 placing fifth and 
earning a medal. Sam will continue his academic and athletic career in the fall at Penn State University where 
he will run cross country and track and field for the Nittany Lions. For an outstanding month, we recognize 
Sam as the May Athlete of the Month. Congratulations and best of luck at PSU! 
 

TRI-STATE ORTHOPAEDICS – Athletes of the Month, May 2019

∙

∙

∙

∙

∙

∙
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Save the date
The Seneca Valley School District Veteran Recognition Day will be 
held during a Raider Football home game (vs. Central Catholic) on 
Friday, Aug. 30, 2019. 

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/


SV releases drug testing results
Rates remain at .41%
The results from the 2018-19 Seneca Valley School District Random Drug Testing Program indicate that the district random drug testing average is at .41 
percent, which is a repeat figure from last school year, and at a considerably lower rate than the national average of 2.9 percent.

According to Matthew Franz, director of Operations for SPORT SAFE Testing Services, the Ohio-based drug testing service that serves as the vendor for 
the Seneca Valley testing program and many other schools around the Country, the national average for positive drug testing rates experienced a one-
year jump as it was at 2.0 percent last year.

In the 2018-19 Seneca Valley report, there were 18 reasonable suspicion (positive) tests. All of those individuals were put into a follow-up program and 
were able to complete it without further positive tests. While lower percentages on positive tests is what every school district strives for, what pleases Sen-
eca Valley officials the most is the follow-up rate. Any student who has a positive test must complete five follow-up tests. The testing company tracks this 
information so district officials can see if students are responding to intervention. Of the 66 follow-up tests, there were zero repeat offenses. This puts the 
Seneca Valley follow-up rate at 0.0 percent, where the national average is around 20 percent. There were two students who, after the five follow-up tests, 
tested positive at a time later in the school year, and were entered into appropriate educational and assessment programs, as per policy. 

All positives in the district were for marijuana. Mr. Franz noted that parents should know that CBD oils, which are becoming more prevalent in many 
types of products, do not contain the THC component that the district tests for and is found in illicit marijuana. “CBD oils will not be considered a valid 
explanation” for a positive test, he stated.

The SV random drug testing policy was started 17 years ago and has been recognized by state and national organizations for the implementation of a 
grade 7-12 drug testing policy for athletics, extracurricular activities and driving to school. The current program reaches nearly two-thirds of the second-
ary campus student population.  This policy has served as an excellent example and template for other districts across the country. Additionally, within 
the life of this policy, the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy and CBS Evening News have reached out to learn more about Seneca 
Valley’s program success and policy process.

Of course, any program’s success is largely dependent on the integrity of the test, and not only in the collection of it, but in the identification of those stu-
dents who participate. The process begins at the testing company where student identification numbers only - no names - are chosen in a lottery format. 
Those numbers are submitted to the school administration, who matches them with the corresponding student name. Those students are immediately 
tested through the collection of a urine sample, which continues to be the industry standard. Each collection is sent to a certified laboratory for screening 
and confirmation, and each result is then verified by a medical review officer. In the case of a positive result, the first call is made to the home.

There are consequences associated with the policy, but the purpose of the program has never been punitive,” said Dr. Matthew McKinley, assistant super-
intendent and author of the District’s policy. “The program has given and continues to give families the gift of early detection.”
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Social media parent warning
In Marin County, California, police recently arrested a person who was selling drugs. What makes this arrest different than most other drug busts is that this 
person was selling drugs on Snapchat.

Yes. The same Snapchat our youth send selfies to their friends. It’s happening on Instagram too. Dealers use code words, hashtags, emojis and display actual 
pictures of what they have to offer.

“Drugs on social media is incredibly prevalent,” says Josie Sanguinetti, School Resource Officer for the Marin County Sheriff ’s Department. “I’ve seen as 
young as 10 and obviously as old as 18 and many adults. And drugs do not discriminate. Every high school and some middle schools in the county have been 
touched by this.”

One San Rafael Police Department narcotics officer told my co-producer that he could find marijuana, Xanax, prescription painkillers and Molly (MDMA) 
within an hour of searching on social media.

Simple searches with hashtags like #weed4sale, #oxy or #painpills will pull up story after story (that is IG or Snapchat stories) with pictures of drugs and cash 
and emojis such the Christmas tree, fire, and $$ that means it’s for sale. Requests are left in the comments or you can direct message the dealer. With the right 
language, you can receive a response. Often dealers will request the conversation about price, quality and delivery details be had on encrypted messaging 
apps like Kik or What’s App. Deals are done either electronically with payment through apps like Venmo and PayPal and product is then mailed to the buyer 
or delivered in person and paid for in cash.

Although Instagram and Snapchat have made some efforts to ban certain hashtags and search terms, they are not able to flag all posts.

“We’re not yet sophisticated enough to tease apart every post to see if it’s trying to sell someone illegal drugs or they are taking Xanax cause they are stressed 
out,” Facebook’s Vice President for Global Marketing Solutions, Carolyn Everson, told the Washington Post in September of last year. “Obviously, there is 
some stuff that gets through that is totally against our policy, and we’re getting better at it.”

After the Washington Post article was published, Facebook (who owns Instagram) released a blog post with steps they are taking to combat the sale of drugs 
on their platforms.

“We’ve made progress in the fight against illicit drug sales on our platforms, but we have more to do. We’re committed to making sure we do everything we 
can to prevent this kind of abuse,” Monika Bickert, the company’s Vice President of Global Policy Management, said in the post.

Start a conversation with your family about drugs available on social media and what to do. Here are some questions to get you started:
∙ Have you seen drugs advertised on social media?
∙ Have you ever heard of someone getting caught for posting drugs on social media?
∙ What ways are drug or alcohol displayed in photos by people you know, or don’t know, and what are some of the risks of such posts?

 Article provided by Screenagers 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/instagram-has-a-drug-problem-its-algorithms-make-it-worse/2018/09/25/c45bf730-bdbf-11e8-b7d2-0773aa1e33da_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.f6e36778e111
https://newsroom.fb.com/news/2018/09/enforcing-against-drug-sales/
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/
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Supporting miracles
The Miracle League of Southwestern Pa. recently presented the 
Seneca Valley School District and School Board with a cus-
tom-made Miracle League bat and ball to thank them for their 
continued support of The Miracle League mission. 

For many years, Seneca Valley students and staff have raised tens 
of thousands of dollars through a Raiderthon fundraiser with 
all proceeds going to The Miracle League. Hundreds of students 
and staff have also volunteered – and continue to volunteer - as 
Miracle League Buddies. “There are no more valuable buddies 
than the ones from Seneca Valley,” said Mr. Mike Sherry, found-
er and president. 

MLSWPA provides the opportunity for children and adults 
with physical and mental disabilities to play organized baseball. 
Proceeds from the most recent Raiderthon will go directly to the 
purchase of two additional pieces of play equipment that will as-
sist Miracle League players to be mobile while playing the game. ‘I Led the Pledge’

Elementary students from Seneca Val-
ley’s K-4 schools appeared at all of this 
year’s school board meetings, leading the 
members of the School Board and public 
in saying “The Pledge of Allegiance.”

For the June work session meeting, 
Rowan Elementary third grader Zooey 
Steckbeck, was proud to do the honors. 

Miss Steckbeck is pictured with Mr. 
Jim Nickel, Board President, Dr. Jodi 
Steckbeck (Zooey’s mom) and Dr. Tracy 
Vitale, Superintendent of Schools.

Students were nominated by their build-
ing and those who appeared received an 
“I Led the Pledge” T-shirt along with a 
Seneca Valley gift.

Pictured from left is Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of 
Schools, Mr. Jim Nickel, SV Board President, Mr. Sherry, 
MLSWPA Founder and President, and Mr. Terry Shulsky, 
SV Parent and MLSWPA Board Member.

July – No Meeting
August 5, 2019  August 12, 2019
September 9, 2019* September 16, 2019*
October 7, 2019  October 21, 2019*
November 4, 2019   November 18, 2019*
December 2, 2019 - Reorganization - begins at 5 p.m. December - NO MEETING

*Alternate date

2019 Seneca Valley School Board Meeting Dates
The School Board usually meets the first two Monday evenings of each month, but please note there are 
some exceptions to the schedule below.  

The first meeting of the month is a Work Session meeting used for discussion.  The Board is allowed to 
take action on items at this meeting if it is necessary.  The second meeting of the month is the action 
meeting, and the Board votes on most or all of that month's agenda items.

Board meetings are open to the public and are held at 7 p.m. in the Intermediate High School auditorium.

During the action agenda portion of Seneca Valley’s School Board Meeting on June 3, board members approved the appointment 
of Chelsea Vazquez as the District’s Director of Advancement/Seneca Valley Foundation’s Director of Development. 

Ms. Vazquez comes to Seneca Valley from Glade Run Foundation, where she has worked for the past two years as coordinator of 
foundation relations. During her time there, she was responsible for philanthropic research and solicitation for agency funding, as 
well as grant writing, fundraising and donor relations. 

“I am truly looking forward to being part of the Seneca Valley School District and Seneca Valley Foundation,” said Ms. Vazquez. “As a 
Seneca Valley Alumna, I know the District strives for excellence for their students and staff. I can’t wait to help the district and the foun-
dation grow through securing funds for educational programming and creating new opportunities with the community and beyond.”

Ms. Vazquez also has experience with the Department of Human Services of Allegheny County in both graduate level field work and as an undergraduate intern. 

Ms. Vazquez earned her Bachelor of Science in Social Work from Slippery Rock University. She earned her Master’s Degree in Social Work with a Concentration 
in Community, Organization and Social Action from the University of Pittsburgh. She also earned her Human Services Management Certificate from Pitt. 

Members of the Seneca Valley Leadership Team were recently honored 
to tour and learn more about the educational innovation taking place at 
Carnegie Mellon University's Entertainment Technology Center in Pitts-
burgh's south side. They also visited the new Children's Museum Lab on 
the north side, and participated in a Q&A session with team members 
from both organizations. 

SV hires Advancement/SVF Development Director
Chelsea Vazquez appointed to role

Educational innovation
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Q A &AlumniQ A
Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re doing today:
A: I graduated from Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP) as an Asian Studies and Philosophy dou-
ble major. I have had a fantastic time at IUP, which has included three separate trips to China. In March, I 
received a Fulbright research award to go to Wuhan, Hubei province. I will study cultural sights in an attempt 
to see how China characterizes the 1911 Revolution. I also won a Boren Scholarship award to go to National 
Taiwan University to study Chinese that I turned down in order to complete the Fulbright. 

Q: Please share with us some information about your family. 
A: My father, Ed Wethli and Robin Wethli have supported me immensely over the past few years. My sister 
Katie Wethli attends Catholic University in Washington, DC. She is getting a BA in music with a concen-
tration in vocal performance and a minor in media and communication studies and a certificate in video 
production and digital storytelling.  

Q: What might (someone) be surprised to know about you? 
A: Someone may be surprised to know that I have never had a GPA in the 3.0 to 3.9 range. I had a 2.6 GPA 
at Seneca Valley in High School, and I have had a 4.0 for the duration of my college experience. I also find it 
interesting to tell people that while I never used to enjoy studying languages in grade school and high school, 
at IUP I have learned Mandarin Chinese and I thoroughly enjoy the study of language education. I have been 
to China three times during my college experience including a two-week class at Sichuan University in 2016. 
A semester at Nanjing University during my junior year in 2017. And a three-week trip during the summer 
of 2018 as a Zhi-Xing leadership fellow member in which I was one of thirty students chosen nationwide to 
represent the United States. 

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally? 
A: Seneca Valley prepared me to be able to overcome challenges both academically and personally. I had great 
teachers that cared for me and wanted me to learn and grow as a person and as a student. While I did not per-
form too highly as a student in my early years at Seneca Valley, I improved as my time went on. I think what 
helped me improve my academics and my confidence and self-esteem was my time playing Seneca Valley 
sports and the fantastic coaches that I had. I played football during the 2012 and season at Seneca Valley also 
took part in track; competing in the shot put and discus. It is also essential for me to note that I had teachers 
that cared for me and took time to talk with me about my learning and academic goals.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A:  The teachers and community care about their students. People are supported in all they do and are encouraged to grow as people and as students. I think the 
wide variety of classes and sports help students get a well-rounded experience. I will also always remember my cooking class, senior career art class and wood-
shop. 

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: I really enjoyed talking with the Dean of Students (current senior high school principal) Mr. Bob Ceh. He took the time to understand the students and their 
situations. I will always remember the influence he had on me and other students

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
A: I remember when we created the lip dub during my senior year in 2014. It was an amazing community experience that I will never forget. All of the students 
came together to create something amazing. This memory reminds me of how vital a supportive community is. I was lucky to have that at Seneca Valley. 

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be? 
A: You make a tremendous difference in the lives of all those students you interact with; do not underestimate your ability to change a student’s life for the better. 
Also, never give up on students who seem like they do not care or are uninterested. Sometimes it’s those students who end up changing because of your incredi-
ble kindness, understanding and consideration. 

Q: What do you wish other people knew about Seneca Valley? 
A: Seneca Valley will prepare you for life as a college student and working in any field. If you get to know your teachers and allow yourself to become involved 
in the community, you will have countless opportunities to learn and grow. The extracurricular activities such as football and track are also some of the best 
experiences a student can have.  

Seneca Valley 2014 Graduate Dan Wethli 
recently graduated from Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania with an Asian Studies and 
Philosophy double major and earlier this 
year received a Fulbright research award. 
We asked him to catch us up on what he is 
doing today and how Seneca Valley 
influenced his life and career. 

Alumni: we want to hear from you!
We invite Seneca Valley graduates to share their stories with us. 

To be featured in our Raider Pride e-newsletter, send your graduation year, 
a summary of your professional life and a brief review of how 

Seneca Valley helped pave the way to: 
Linda Andreassi, Communications Director.

mailto:andreassill%40svsd.net?subject=Alumni%20Feature


For some kids, summer means getting on the computer and not getting off 
'til September. And even though a lot of parents relax their screen limits 
over the break, allowing a full-on hibernation is just not gonna happen. 
And it shouldn't. Kids need to get outside, of course. But they also need 
to stretch themselves in ways that they can't during the school year -- and 
that no app, game, or streaming TV show, no matter how educational and 
meaningful, can give them.

The slide into the summer-screen abyss often happens innocently, before 
parents even catch on. Your kid starts streaming Star Trek: The Next 
Generation on Netflix -- and then won't leave the house until he's binge-
watched every episode. Or maybe they're hooked on Minecraft, Roblox, 
or another play-as-you-go game that provides endless learning opportuni-
ties -- but turns out to be just … endless.

As you're mapping out your summer, don't ban screen devices entirely. Not only do they offer entertainment, but they also offer learning opportunities and a chance to stay in touch with friends. 
Set reasonable limits that allow for family time and other important activities, and incorporate media and tech in ways that bring the family together. Try these ideas:

Create a family media plan. Sit down with your kids and work out a weekly plan that includes activities such as camps, trips, and events as well as media and tech time. If you're traveling, talk 
about whether to bring devices and when and how much they can be used. Use the American Academy of Pediatrics' Family Media Plan Tool and Media Time Calculator to create a customized 
schedule.

Want Wi-Fi? This requires a little effort but it's worth it. Every night before bed, change your home Wi-Fi password. In the morning, leave a note for your kids that lists their chores and responsi-
bilities for the day. When they're finished with the stuff they need to do, they can have the day's password.

Tell ghost stories every night. Combine the summer tradition of ghost stories around the campfire with the proven benefits of summer reading, and you have a win-win. We guarantee your kids 
will be happy to ditch the devices for their nightly spooky-story fix. Check out our Best Ghost Stories books, or feel free to make up your own. You'll have to improvise on the campfire.

Nix devices at meals. During the school year, it makes sense that kids would occasionally need devices at the table to finish homework. But summer's different. Use device-free-dinners to bond in 
a way that you don't always have time for when you're rushing to get schoolwork done and put the kids to bed at a reasonable hour.

Get outside … with apps. These apps let you have your cake and eat it, too. From nature adventures to stargazing to geocaching to physical fitness, the app-outdoor combo provides inspiration for 
family fun. 
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Article and photo provided by Common Sense Media. 

Start your summer screen time rules now 
By Caroline Knorr

To track or not to track. That is the question. GPS and cell phone technology has made it possible to follow our kids’ every move. 
Just because we can, is it ok to do it?
 
The most recent data shows that among parents of teens aged 14-17,  25% of parents track their kids’ locations, but only 15% of 
teens actually think their parents do so. 

The argument for tracking is knowing where our kids are in this wild world. Proof of our kids' whereabouts in the form of a little dot 
on a screen provides the peace of mind some parents want. Tracking is also a sure-fire way to know whether kids are exactly where 
they say they are or supposed to be.
  
The main argument against tracking is that it can undermine the desire to build trust between parents and kids. Some say it is im-
portant to give youth the freedom to make the right choice without following them. If they know we are tracking them, it weakens 
their obligation to be responsible.

With my teens, I have always preferred to not use tracking but to rely on our communication with each other. They tell me or my 
husband where they are. We have discussed with them that we want to know where they are if they go out at night, and they text 
us to let us know (or ask permission) when they want to change plans. Does that mean they have told us every change of location? 
During the day definitely not-—and we do not require that of them. They are living their lives and we know that if we have to reach 
them, usually they will answer the phone—unless there is a reason not to, like their battery died or they are not in cell range. For my 
teens, it has worked well to rely on our talking about plans in advance and then to stay in touch about changes.
 
I realize that for other families this approach might not work, and of course, every family needs to make a decision about how this 
will be handled. One thing that I feel strongly about is the damage that can be done in a relationship when parents are tracking 
a kid’s location without telling them. That goes for monitoring any type of behavior. Using deceptive ways to monitor can cause 
serious rifts in relationships that can be very daunting to repair. 

There are many reasons that parents decide to use tracking. Commonly they do it because they are concerned about their youth’s safety. For example, if they cannot reach their child they want 
to be able to see where they are. I have never felt that being able to see their location will make them safer. Because I grew up in a high-crime neighborhood, I have raised my children to be very 
savvy about safety and I trust that they will rely on such skills to stay away from unsafe situations. That said, I realize that some parents just feel a lot better being able to actually see where they 
are if they have any doubts. 

Another reason people like to track is so they can have fewer talks about logistics and instead rely more on tech for sorting out the locations of everyone in the family.  This is one way tech can 
really be helpful.

Of course, there are many more reasons that people choose to track or not to track. This is a great topic to have a conversation about with your kids in a calm, non-charged way:

  1. Let’s discuss how families managed logistics before cell phones. 
  2. What are the upsides of tracking? Possible downsides? 
  3. What do you think of the study results that teens underestimate how often parents track teens’ location? 

To track or not to track?

Articles and photos provided by Screenagers.  
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It’s summer in western Pennsylvania, so you can be sure it’s going to get hot; and just like it does every summer, the hot weather may lead to heat-re-
lated illnesses or tragic situations.
According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), an average of 658 people lose their lives every year due to extreme heat. The sad part is that this is 
preventable. Extreme heat can affect you very quickly and severely. Even if you are a well-conditioned athlete, the hot weather should not be taken lightly.
 
So what can you do to keep from falling prey to extreme conditions? Here are some tips:
 	 ∙	Limit sun exposure during midday hours and in places of potential severe exposure, such as beaches. 
   ∙	Drink plenty of nonalcoholic fluids, and replace the body’s salts and minerals, which sweating can release. Do not take salt tablets    
    unless under medical supervision. 
   ∙	Drink plenty of fresh water 
   ∙	Dress infants and children in cool, loose clothing and shade their heads and faces from the sun with hats or an umbrella. 
   ∙	During heat waves, frequently check on people at risk, such as the elderly and disabled or homebound people. 
   ∙	NEVER leave children or pets alone in cars, and ensure that children cannot lock themselves in an enclosed space, such as a car trunk.  
If you or someone in your company does start to feel overcome by the heat, it’s important to recognize if they are suffering from heat exhaustion or, 
more dangerously, heat stroke. Here are the symptoms so that you can recognize the difference:
   Heat Exhaustion:
  ∙	Muscle cramping
  ∙	Fatigue
  ∙	Severe headache
  ∙	Nausea or vomiting
  ∙	Dizziness or fainting 
Ironically, a person suffering from heat exhaustion often might have cool and moist skin, 
indicating that the body’s ability to cool itself is still present, but the person’s pulse rate will 
be accelerated. 
If you suspect heat exhaustion, here are the steps to take:
  ∙	Get the person to a cool place. Getting into an air-conditioned building is               
     best, but at the very least, find a shady spot or sit in front of a fan. Rest on your back  
     with your legs elevated higher than your heart level.
  ∙	Drink cool fluids. Stick to water or sports drinks. Don't drink any alcoholic   
         beverages, which can contribute to dehydration.
  ∙	Try cooling measures. If possible, take a cool shower, soak in a cool bath, or   
            put towels soaked in cool water on your skin. If you're outdoors and not near shelter,  
     soaking in a cool pond or stream can help bring your temperature down.
  ∙	Loosen clothing. Remove any unnecessary clothing and make sure your clothes are  
         lightweight and nonbinding.
If the person doesn’t begin to feel better within one hour of employing these treatment 
measures, seek prompt medical attention.
  Heat Stroke:
If untreated, heat exhaustion may progress to heat stroke. Heat stroke is a serious, life-threatening condition characterized by the following symptoms: 
  ∙	A body temperature greater than 103°F (39.4°C) 
  ∙	Red, hot, and dry skin (no sweating) 
  ∙	Rapid, strong pulse 
  ∙	Throbbing headache 
  ∙	Dizziness 
  ∙	Nausea 
  ∙	Confusion 
  ∙	Unconsciousness 
As stated earlier, heat stroke can be deadly, so if you suspect heat stroke, do not try to treat the person yourself. Call 911 or get the person to a medical care 
facility. Heat stroke treatment centers on cooling your body to a normal temperature to prevent or reduce damage to your brain and vital organs. Here are the 
treatment options that you can expect medical professionals to take if it is believed that someone is suffering from heat stroke:
	 	 ∙	Immerse yourself in cold water. A bath of cold or ice water has been proved to be the most effective way of quickly lowering your core     
            body temperature. The quicker you can receive cold water immersion, the less risk of death and organ damage.
	 	 ∙	Use evaporation cooling techniques. If cold water immersion is unavailable, health care workers may try to lower your body temperature using    
         an evaporation method. Cool water is misted on your body while warm air is fanned over you, causing the water to evaporate and cool your skin.
	 	 ∙	Pack you with ice and cooling blankets. Another method is to wrap you in a special cooling blanket and apply ice packs to your groin, neck, back and   
          armpits to lower your temperature.
	 	 ∙	Give you medications to stop your shivering. If treatments to lower your body temperature make you shiver, your doctor may give you a muscle 
     relaxant, such as a benzodiazepine. Shivering increases your body temperature, making treatment less effective.
Again, heat related deaths are preventable. Remember to hydrate and limit your exposure to extreme conditions. Be a good citizen and check on elderly or 
home-bound neighbors, and be mindful of the amount of time that children or pets are exposed to the heat.
Here’s wishing you a safe and happy summer!
Source of Extreme Temperatures, Exhaustion and Heat Stroke Information & Tips: CDC and the Mayo Clinic
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Safety First
Jeff James, Seneca Valley Supervisor of Safety and Security
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• Check out SV’s 2019 Summer Camps for students entering grades 1-12
• Join us as a golfer or sponsor at the Seneca Valley Foundation’s 2019 Gift of Hope Golf Classic on Aug. 8
• Drivers wanted! Learn more here. 
• A new Elementary Report Card system was presented at the Seneca Valley School Board Meeting on June 3. Read more here.
• The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) ensures that low-income children continue to receive nutritious meals when school is not in session. Click here to learn more. 

Link it
Click the hyperlinks below for other news you may want to see:

(In Case You Missed It)

ICYMI...

Transportation update
In accordance with Pennsylvania Law Act 9 of 2014, the School Board adopted a policy that 
authorizes audio and/or video recording on school buses or school vehicles for disciplinary 
or security purposes. The audio/video recordings on school vehicles would be exempt from 
disclosure under the Public Right to Know Law because such recordings constitute an edu-
cational record protected from disclosure by FERPA. Principals, their designees, bus garage 
managers, and transportation department personnel are the only people allowed to view the 
recordings. Law enforcement may also view the recordings if school officials deem necessary.

Each school bus or school vehicle with audio and/or video recording devices will post a 
notification in clear sight so driver and passengers understand their actions and communica-
tion may be recorded. The audio and/or video recording will not be operating if the vehicle is 
used for other purposes not school related.

Also, a reminder to look on the SV Portal to see bus information for the 2019-20 school year. 
For all parents, please have students ready to board the bus five minutes prior to the designated time.

For kindergarten parents, please note that transportation is not provided mid-day. Parents are responsible for mid-day transportation. In the SV Portal, bus 
information for kindergarten students will show both AM and PM runs because the Transportation Department does not know if students are assigned to 
the AM or PM session, or if students are enrolled in the Stepping Stones program.

For questions or for more information, please contact the Transportation Department at 724-452-6040, ext. 1758.

FYI: 2019-20 school year

Parking passes will be sold on the following dates/times:

Wednesday, July 17— Senior High School - 3 - 7 p.m. 
Thursday, July 18— Senior High School – 8 a.m. – Noon 
and 1-3 p.m.
Wednesday, July 24— Senior High School - 3 - 7 p.m.
Thursday, July 25— Senior High School – 8 a.m. – Noon 
and 1-3 p.m.
A year-long parking pass will cost $120, and semester 
passes will be $60.

2019-20 Meal Prices

Breakfast (All Schools) - $1.95
Elementary (K-6) Lunch - $2.75
Secondary (7-12) Lunch - $3
Milk - 75 cents

https://www.facebook.com/SenecaValleySD/
https://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
https://www.instagram.com/senecavalleysd/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/senecavalleysd
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
https://www.facebook.com/SevenSpringsMountainResort/videos/2215728048693959/
https://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageID=25255
https://www.facebook.com/SevenSpringsMountainResort/videos/2215728048693959/
https://www.svsd.net/Page/15825
https://www.facebook.com/SevenSpringsMountainResort/videos/2215728048693959/
https://www.svsd.net/DriveforSV
https://www.svsd.net/domain/2312
https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/VbUWymnZ2f
https://www.svsd.net/Page/16440
https://www.svsd.net/Page/15825
https://www.svsd.net/Page/15825
https://twitter.com/SVCIRCRowan/status/1050764236492853248
https://www.instagram.com/p/Byab6iHHPav/
https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/




SATURDAY, JULY 13 | 8:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

• Meet current students and staff
• Learn about our majors and campus life

• Learn how to apply and how to pay for college
• Tour campus and have lunch on us

PREVIEW DA

Register at laroche.edu/previewdays

GET A GLIMPSE OF LIFE 
AT LA ROCHE University






